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Prospects for

A BUSINESS STREET OF

BY ROBERT F. WILSON.

E used to link them together

—Uruguay and Paraguay—
in one breath in the geog-
raphy «¢lasg in the publiec
schools, as though they were adjein-
Ing counties, with nationalities sepa-

rated by some political turn of history
beyond our knowledge, A visit to Uru-
guay and Paraguay is apt to upset
more preconceived notions than a visit
to any other countries of South
America.

No two South American nations offer
sharper contrasts than Uruguay and
Paraguay. They are utterly unlike;
Even in regard tq their size the geog-
raphy deceived our youthful minds, for
Paraguay is an empire of 170,000 square
miles—nearly the size of New Englamil
with New York and Pennsylvania
thrown in—and Uruguay is larger than
all the New England states combined.
These two countries, from the similar-
fiy of their names commonly thought
to be alike as two peas, are so dis-
similar that the traveler is constantly
astonished.
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They are not very close together, a
matter of a thousand miles separating
their respective capitals, Montevideo of
Uruguay and Asuncion of Paraguay.

Paraguay is in the very heart of the
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continent, extending up to the junction
of Bolivia and Brazil, which divide the
northern boundary of Paraguay about
equal between them.

U'ruguay, on the'other hand, has the
Atlantic ocean on three sides of it
Uruguay presents South American clv-
ilization at about its highest point;
FParaguay is about the most primitive
of South American republics.

Uruguay is rich; Paraguay, Ppoor.
The Uruguayan peso has the highest
gold value of any South American unit
of value, being worth $1.05 American
gold. The Paraguayan peso has so
depreciatedl that in Paraguay alone it
is taken by merchants obeyving the
government fiat at & value of 234 cents
gold. Outside of Paraguay the paper
has no value whatsoever.

The appearance of the people of Uru-
guay and those of Paraguay shows the
difference in the economic condlitions of
the two countries. Only recently a
Paraguayan administration was forced
to promulgate a regulation setting a
legal minimum in the quantity of
clothing that must be worn by Para-
guayan women on the streets of Asun-
cion. Before this regulation was en-
forced the women of the poorer classes
were in the habit of arraving them-
selves with more regard for economy
than propriety, and even today in the
outlying towns and villages half-naked
women are often seen in the streets.

The finest collection of Paris milli-
nery and gowns it was ever my good
fecrtune to see al one time was at a
race meeting in Montevideo given in
honor of Dr. Lauro Muller, the foreign
minister of Brazil, who was visiting
Uruguay. Dr, Muller is a great fa-

CAPITAL AND METROPOLIS OF PARAGUAY.

vorite with the Uruguayans, and the
society women vied with each other in
displaying the most elaborate tollets
at this prime event of the social
seasgon.

-

x *

Paraguay's industries are small local
affairs minlstering to the simple needs
of the population. Paraguay has but
one railroad. Uruguay is netted with
rallroads and humming with industry.
The largest beef extract factory in the
world is in Uruguay, the packing
plants are on a scale which vies with
anything In Chicago, and a numher of
other industries have almost equal Im-
portance. The eight-hour day is a vital
question in Uruguay; it is doubtful if
the laborers in Paraguay ever heard of
such a proposition.

But in still another respect is there
an even greater contrast. Paraguay Is
plagued and impoverished by revolu-
tions. The country is in a constant tur-
moil, and an official state of siege fre-
quently exists at Asuncion. As a mat-
ter of course the government in power
maintains sentrles at every rallroad
bridge to prevent the soldlers of the
next revolution from destroying them
and thus impede the quick movement
of government troops to the capital.

When in Paraguay in May I saw
buildings near the barracks pock-
marked with bullet holes left as sou-
venirs of the latest uprising, which was

MONTEVIDEO USES MILES OF HER WATER FRONT AS AIHA'I'HING BEACH AND PUBLIC PARK.

O Other Two South American Coun-
tries Offer Such Sharp Contrasts.
They Are Utterly Unlike — Uruguay Pre-
sents South American Civilization at
About Its Highest Point; Paraguay at Its
Most Primitive—Commercial Conditions.
British Influence Strong in Uruguay.
Trade Opportunities — Differences in the
Economic Conditions of the Two Coun-
tries Reflected by Appearance of People.

in April. Thia revolution was sup-
pressed by President Schaersr, and the
leaders of it were exiled, according to
the usual procedure.

On the other hand Uruguay has done
far more than attain stability in gov-
ernment. BShe has carrled govern-
mental reforms farther than any other
nation on this hemlsphere. Several of
her governmental proposals are more
advanced than any that have ever been
oconsidered by the United States.

Buch, for instance, iz the proposition
to substitute & commission form of
government for the present single ex-
ecutive, the president. It would not
be surprising if this reform were car-
rled out by Uruguay within the next
year. The Uruguayan government is
the best manifestation of the spirit of
that nation, which is not content with
good enough, but continually strives
for the ideal.

From the point of view of American
trade expansion both TUruguay and
Paraguay present difficulties—Uruguay
because she has attalned a conserva-
tism not observed in the other South
American nations, and Paraguay be-
caume she haa no foreign trade of great
importance. Paraguay is a promise,
and there are strong indications that
as she develops and becomes rich tne
United States will have a greater share
of her trade.

*
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The situation is different in Uruguay,
where there exists the largest per cap-
ita forelgn trade in SBouth America. The
per capita trade figures throw an ac-
curate jllumination generally upon the
relative prosperity and development of
the various republics. Uruguay leads
with a forelgn trade of $104.17 per cap-
ita, of which 121 per cent iz favorabls
balance, or an annual profit per capita
of $13 In her foreign transactions.

Argentina has the next best record,
with foreign trade amounting to $97.52
per capita. Then comes Chile, with
$66.23, held to this figure largely be-
causge Chile possesses the monopoly of
one of the world's necessities, nitrate.
Bolivia, with $27.90 per capita annual
foreign trade, is next in order, followed
by Brazil, $26.73; Venezuela, $17.35;
Peru, $16.44; Ecuador, §14.03; Paraguay,
$13.13, and Colombia, $11.48.

Uruguay has grown conservative
through years of peaceful business and
socinl development. Of all the courr-
tries of South America she i the slow-
est to change or adopt Innovations.
One reason for this ia that the British
influence s very strong in Uruguay.
There is a large group of voung Eng-
lish-speaking people In Uruguay who
are native to the country, the sons and
daughters of English settlers, who pre-
ferred the better climata and more
famillar hilly landscapes of 'ruguay to
the flat prairies of Argentina, which
burn under an ardent sun in summer
and are swept in winter by icy galss,

Montevideo, Uruguay, is just across
the River Plate from Buenos Aires,
Argentina, yet there is a great differ-
ence In climate, with the advantage all
to Montevideo. Considerable numbers
of the wealthy foreign residents of
Buenos Aires spend their summers in
Montevideo to escape Buenos Aires'
heat and take advantage of the mag-
nificent nocean beaches along the Monte-
video water front.

*

Climatic reasons thus probably ac-
count In part for the large British
element In tie Uruguay population.
Another reason is that the Uruguayan
landscape I8 like unto the countryside
in England. Next to the American, the
Englishman is the most persistent dis-
parager of foreign countries extant, but
1 never heard any Englishman express
anything but enthusiasm for Uruguay
and the lake country of southern Chile,
which not only In scenery, but also in
its cool, foggy climate, resembles Eng-
lend. And In both these regions there
are many English settlers.

Britisk commerce, therefore, has a

hold on Uruguay that it may be ex-
pected to retain. The merchants are
English, many of them, and so Is a
large part of the best buying public,
The American trade ecampalgn, how-
ever, may find hope in the fact that
Uruguayans are the most progressive
of South Americans In their civic ac-
tivities. This argues a keen national
intelligence and presages success for
intelligent methods in selllng Ameri-
can goods.

The Uruguayans already appreclate
the products of American invention,
and buy these products in large quan-
tities. The competitive market is now
open for the firat time, and Americans
are undoubtedly going after this sort
of trade. The war has created much
anti-German sentiment in Uruguay, so

that sentiment may ald our trade
movement there.
The sympathetic traveler in Para-

guay, while he may find things "there
of which he disapproves, is more apt
to condone than criticise. He remem-
bers that this little nation once ac-
cepted the challenze of what to her
was the rest of the world, and ac-
quitted herself with a heroism that has
scarcely any parallel in history.

During the four wyears from 1861 to
1865, when the fate of our own land
hung in the balance, an equally bloody
conflict was being fought on the bor-
ders of Paraguay. In those four vears
Paraguay stood off the combined
armies of Brazil, Argentina and Uru-
guay, and only succumbed to superior
numbers when her last able-bodied
men were shot down.

*
* *

Never was the manhood of a nation
more completely exterminated in war.
More men are sald to have fallen in
the battle of Humaita than at Gettys-
burg. Paraguay was the second seat
of Spanish civilization in South Amer-
ica, and at the time of her great war
she had waxed 'Yich and strong under
a succession of able dictators. Ex-
eept for that war she might have been
one of the great Latin American re-
publics today.

But Paraguay has never been able to
recover from the loss of the chief re-
source of any country—her men. It
is saild that when peace cam« the male
population of Paraguay consisted
chiefly of old men, children and weak-
lings. Nearly all the able-bodied males

hetween the ages of fourteen and fifty
had been killed or injured.

The nation tried desperately to re-
cover. She encouraged illegitimacy,
hoping thus to rebuild the human stock
in a snort time. But she did not have
the strong blood to start this rebuild-
ing process. The strong men were
dead, The Indian blood swept In from
the Chaco wilderness apd threatened to
submerge the Spanish. Even today
among the masses of the population of
Asuncion the Guaranl Ilanguage is
heard as often as Spanish.

But the white blood of Paraguay is
at last asserting itself as the natural
evolution 1lifts the race upward. There
has been an infusion of German blood,
the president, Eduardo Schaerer, for
instance, being of German descent, as
his name implies. In the recent wvears
the governments have made many ef-
forts to encourage immigration, though
with not the success these attempts
deserved, gince the European immi-
grants have nearly alwayvs done well
in Paraguay.

It is estimated that immigrants have
been entering Paraguay at the rate of

2000 a vear for several years. Even
at this slow rate, the final result of
such immigration will be of great
benefit to the country.

E
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Paraguay stirs the imagination with
her possibilities, OUne needs only to see
her wooded hills and wide wvalleys,
vegetation bursting luxuriantly from
the red fertility of the =oil, to realize
what an empire of plenty Paraguay
will be when she obtains a vigorous
population. Her future will always be

. S. Trade in Uruguay and Paraguay
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chiefly agricultural, and her immediate
future wealth will probably come from
stock raising.

The country lHes partly within and
partly without the torrid zone, with
league after league of rich, green
grazing land, knee deep with Jjuicy
grasses that contrast sharply in color
with the brown and drier forage of
the Argentine prairies. This country
will probably be the future range for
the production of lean cattle which
will be shipped to the cooler south for
fattening and slaughter. Indeed, one
of the chief items i Paraguay's ex-
ports today is live cattle, which are
shipped to Argentina and Uruguay for
fattening.

In other agricultural lines Paraguay
has great possibilities of development.
Within a few hundred miles—across
the Brazilian border—and in the same
latitude and similar climate, the navel
orange is indigenous. 1In the Brazilian
groves, almost without human atten-
tion, grow navel oranges as fine =8
any that sclentific propagation has
been able to develop®in California. The
orange tree is native to Paraguay, and
grows there in great profusion. Even
t{:e wild oranges are of extraordinary
size.

It would =eem entirely practicable to
develop in Paraguay a navel orangs
industry that woulq eventually pro-
duce a lucrative foreign trade. Para-
guayan oranges and bananas now find
much favor iIn Argentina. Tobacco,
too, seems to be a promising erop. The
Paraguayan soil {s evidently suited for
tobacco, and large quantities are pro-
duced, though there is apparently little
effort made to improve the weed.

It seemed to me, too, that Paraguay

might develop another industry—lace-
making—to & high point. The Indian
women of Paraguay make a delicate
lace that sends American wWomen into
raptures when they see it. Yet no at-
tempt Is made to organize this work,
and the product is hardly known out-
side of Paraguay. The women do this
weaving laborjously using pins and a
cushion as a loom, and receive pitifully
small sums for their work.

A bit of lace that iz made by a
skilled weaver in one month of toil
brings an average of $£250 gold iIn
Asuncion. There seem to be possibili-
ties In the organization of this indus-
try and exportation of itg products to
the competitive markets. Of the merit
of the product there is no doubt,

*
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In the published trade figures of Para-
guay the TUnited States apparently
takes none of the exports of the coun-
try, but this is only apparently true. As
a matter of fact, the United States Is
one of the largest consumers of one of
Paraguay's chief exports—quebracho
wood and extract. Quebracho I8 a small
hardwood tree growjng in the north-

western Paraguayan wilderness, which
is called the Gran Chaco. Its wood is
extremely hard, “quebracho” in Span-
ish meaning “break ax." The wood
vields an essence which I8 an important
material used in tanning.

Quebracho wood and extract to the
value of about $1,000,000 gold were ex-
ported from Paraguay in 1913, much
of it going to brokers in the Argentine.
From these mlddlemen the tanners of

v —

the United States buy thelr quebrache,
so that this country does receive an im-
portant quantity of Paraguayan ex-
ports, although we are given a blank
space in the table of Paraguay ex-

ports. The United States is the heav-
fest buyer of quebracho in Argentina.
*
* *

When Paraguay's interior prosperity
expands American traders are certaln
to benefit, for the feeling toward the
United States s very friendly. One of
the chief towns above Asuncion, on the
Paraguay river, is called Villa Hayes,
in honer of President Hayes, who sel-
tled a boundary dispute In favor of
Paraguay. American products now con-
stitute a considerable part of the Para-
Euay importation, although we fall be=
hind Great Britain, Germany, Argen-
tina, France and Italy.

Paraguay Is hoping not to he forgot-
ten in the American trade crusade. As
an evidence of her attitude, the nation
has recently granted to an American
firm the concesslon for constructing
the new river port works at Asuncion.
Steamers of deep draft can reach Asun-
cion, although it is 1,000 miles above
Buenos Aires, so that nearly all of her
external commerce is water-borne.

Asuncion’'s port works will be on &
relatlvely elaborate scale. When the
American engineers start their work
they may be expected to buy their ma-
terials chiefly in the United States.

This increased importation is likely
to make the United Stotes one of the
fou; chief nations in Paraguay's foreign
trade.

(Copyright, 1915, by Robert F. Wilson.)
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Specialist Describes the Newest Methods of Teaching Home Economics

HE remarkable changes that
have taken place in the meth-
ods of teaching home economics
or “housewlifery” in schools,

universities and other educational

in

stitutions throughout the country uare
described in Interesting fashion by
Mrs. Henrietta W. Calvin, specialist in
home econemics, United States bureau

of education.
Mrs. Calvin was appointed home eco-
nomics specialist by D, F. P, Claxton

March 15 last, with Miss Carrie Lyford
an coworker. At 1t time of her ap-
pointment Mrs. Calvin was dean of

home economics at the Oregon Agricul-

tural College, and, prior to that, pro-
fessor of home economics at Purdue
University. She has been engaged in
this particular line of work for four-
teen vears, and is an aothority on any
subject pertaining to the home and Its
correct management. -

In speaking of her recent trip to the
Pacific coast, where she visited 1 num-
her of schools to observe their methods
of teaching this important branch of
education, she said:

“While going through these institu-
tions in which the study of home eco-
nomics flgures so prominently in the
school curriculum 1 was forelbly re-
minded of the days when | was obliged
to go out and argue in favor of its
introduction in the schools. Today
there are 275 colleges and universities

that glve courses in home economics,
160 normal schools and more than 3,000
cities and villages that offer home
economice for their public schools,

-
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“Almost every university permits one
credit of home economics as one of the
entrance requirements. Many changes
have taken place in the method  of
teaching this course. First of all, there
has been a change in names. ‘Domesa-
tic art' is not so often used now, for
in its place has come the more definite
terms ‘bandwork,’ ‘clothing,’ ‘textiles,’
‘dresemaking’ and ‘millinery.” ‘Domes-
tic science’ itself is replaced by ‘food

DOMESTIC SCIENCE STUDENTS MARKETING IN PORTLAND.

' RS. HENRIETTE W. CALVIN of the

United States Bureau of Education
Has Made a Thorough Study of “House-
wifery”’—Schools, Universities and Other
Educational Institutions Training Girls to
Be Good Home Makers—Work Already
Has a Very Wide Scope—Mrs. Calvin’s
Recent Trip of Inspection to Pacific Coast
Afforded Many Observations as to the Va-
rious Theories in Operation.

production,’ ‘invalld cookery,’ ete. T he-
lieve that this.very change in names
shows that the subject is becoming
more definite.”

And, because It was apropos of the
point she was trying to make—that
home economics, the administration of
housshold affairs, Is recognized us a
most important factor In a girl's edu-
cation ‘oday—Mrs. Calvin brought
forth a recent report of a prominent
eduecator's submitted to the bureau of
education, in which he states:

“In America the home is the most
important of all institutions. From it
arg the lssues of life. In the world of
the home children are born and reared.
In it they grow to manhood and wom-
anhood. From it they go forth into the
larger world of s=oclety and state to
establish in turn their little world of
the home. In the home must be estab-
lished their physical, mental and moral
health.

“The experlences of home constitute
the raw material of the education in the
schools. From the home. parents and
older children go forth to their dally
toll: and to the home they bring the
products of their labhor, to be expended
wisely and prudently, or unwisely and
imprudently, for food, clothing, shelter
and the other necessities and luxurles
of 1ifs.

*
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“¥or most people the home is the be-
eipning and end of life. Therefore, of
all arts, those pertaining to homemak-
‘nh: are the most important; and, of all

sciencea, those which find their ap-

plication to the home, making us in-
telligent about the home and Its needs,
are the most significant. Within the last
two or three decader educators and
people generally have become conscious
of this fact as never before, and gradu-
#lly the schools are being readjusted to
meet the new demand. Probably they
hiave never undertaken a more impor-
tant or difficult task. There is con-
stantly need for® information in regard

to methods adopted and results ob-
talned.”
The last sentence in this well in-

formed professor's report, by the way,
gives one of the chief reasons for the
appointment of such a woman as Mrs,
Calvin by the federal bureau of educa-
tlon. For, as she sayg, explaining the
scope of work handled by her coworker
and herself, "“we act as a sort of
clegring house for l(deas in this
particular study. We unearth the best
methods used in one community in dis-
seminating education along home eco-
nomie lines, and introduce them Into
another community in which the schools
have not heen able nor found time to
discover them. We also assist In the
standardization of courses, prepare bul-
letins, circular letters and reports, and
-attend conferences of teachers.
“Another line of study which ig at-
tracting attention is that of household
administration or management of the
entire household, and this results in
such divisions as marketing, housewif-
ery, eanitation and home nureing. If a
girl is & good cook and can prepare a
wholesome meal, [t does not always
follow that she is & good housekeeper.
She may not be able to manage the en-

She may not be

tire household affalrs.
ability. The

endowed with executive

study of household administration,
therefore, is most Important for her.

*
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“Another marked change which T no-
ticed on my trip of inspection was in
the methods of teaching. There is a
distinet effort to conneet the school
with the home, and to make the school
conditions as nearly ideal home condi-

tiong as possible. That leads to a
change in the method of teaching food
preparation. The small quantity of

cookery, where there was a minute
quantity of food and unlimited time,
has changed to the preparation of food
in larger quantities and under such

conditions as to train the girl In speed
and efficiency.

“The small quantity of cookery still
exists and serves the purpose, teaching
the girl dexterity in handling utensils,
accuracy in measuring materials, inde-
pendence in carrying on preparations,
and acquaints her with the essential
properties of food materials. But now
when these have been mastered, the
students also prepare food In larger
quantities for the teachers, for lunches,
penny lunches and cafeterias.

“A large number of the progresgive
city schools are providing practice cot-
tages or apartments, or are modifying
rooms in the school bulldings so that
they approximate a small flat. I was
especially interested in the Los Ange-
les conditions. Ewvery girl In the fifth
grade in that clty has lessons once a
week in housekeeping. There is either
a practice house where the teachers

live, which the children put in order,
or, where this is lacking, they practice
on the principal's office or other rooms
in the regular school bullding. This
means real, practical training. Port-
land and Tacoma both have similar ar-
rangements.

-
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“In the Lux School, in San Francisece,

the home is the keynote of all instrue-
tion given, as well as in the plan of
the building, which is a splendid strue-
ture of unusual design. It has courses

in Thousekeeping, food preparation,
sewing and laundrying. The normal
students operate a cafeteria. In the

cafeteria six students prepare the noon
meal for 200, The social jdea Is in-

(Continued on Fifth Page.)

QOAFETERIA IN A PORTLAND, ORE. SCHOOL. WHERE FO0OD 15 COOKED AND SERVED BY THE PUPIMb



